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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

REV. CAROLYN C. CAVANESS
53 Pastor, Mother Bethel AME Church

Beloved Church Family,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

With hearts overflowing with gratitude, we gather to celebrate 232 years of
faithful witness. What a remarkable testimony it is that our church has stood for
the same length of time as this nation has existed. Through wars and unrest, seasons of revival and seasons
of struggle, through cultural shifts and societal change, God has sustained us. Truly, “Thus far the Lord has
helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12).

This anniversary is more than a number. It is a sacred reminder that while history may be questioned,
challenged, or even attacked, our story remains rooted in faith, perseverance, and divine providence. In
times when the value of heritage is debated and the narratives of our past are scrutinized, we stand not in
defensiveness but in confidence. For 232 years, this church has prevailed—not by might nor by power, but by
the Spirit of God.

We have endured because our foundation was laid in faith. We have advanced because generations before us
sacrificed. We remain because God has been faithful.

Today, I offer profound gratitude for the faithful membership of this congregation—past and present. Your
prayers, your stewardship, your sacrificial giving, your service, and your unwavering love for this institution
have preserved this sacred space. You have taught your children and your children’s children that the church is
not merely a building, but a living testimony of God’s sustaining grace.

As part of this historic celebration, we are especially blessed to present a special exhibit honoring the witness
and stewardship of our 53 pastors. Each shepherd answered the call for their appointed season. Each left an
imprint of leadership, courage, and conviction. Some led in times of growth and expansion; others navigated
hardship and uncertainty. Yet all were instruments in God’s hand, guiding this congregation forward. Their
collective witness forms a powerful tapestry of faithfulness that has shaped who we are today.

We celebrate not only longevity, but legacy.

Our history is not simply something to remember—it is something to build upon. As we reflect on 232
years, we must also look forward with hope. The same God who sustained our founders calls us now to
faithful stewardship in this generation. We are the bridge between what has been and what shall be.

May we continue to be: a beacon of hope in our community, a sanctuary of love and justice, a place where
truth is proclaimed boldly and a fellowship where faith is lived authentically.

Let this anniversary renew our commitment. Let it deepen our unity. Let it strengthen our resolve to remain
a testimony for generations yet unborn.

With grateful hearts and great expectation, we declare:

God has been faithful. God is faithful. And God will continue to be faithful.
Happy 232" Anniversary, church family. The best chapters are still being written.

With Love and Thanksgiving,

Rev. Cavaness
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ABOUT MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH

MOTHER BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH stands on

the oldest parcel of land (6th Street - near Lombard) continuously owned by African
Americans in the United States of America. Purchased on October 10, 1791 by Bishop
Richard and Flora Allen, this property has been the site for four (4) buildings erected

by the congregation for worship and service.

Mother Bethel traces its roots to the Free African Society founded by Richard Allen
and Absalom Jones on April 12, 1787. Originally, the Free African Society was a
typical mutual aid society. The members made regular contributions to the treasury

Egzrd?ypo?:&jﬁi?nALLEN and the funds were used to help members in times of illness or other personal calamity.

Methodist Episcopal Church

When insulted by trustees of St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church during
morning prayer, it was a natural transition for the protesting black Methodists to exit the sanctuary and rally
within the structure of their Free African Society. Though not organized to be a church, the Free African Society
functioned as a nucleos for a community of believers. Differences over denominational styles and affiliation led to
Richard Allen’s departure from the Free African Society. By 1791 Allen had signed a contract for this very site to
be used by the Society for the erection of a house of worship. Another group purchased another plot, and led by
Absalolm Jones, was founded in 1792 as the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. TheirThe original church
house was constructed at 5th and Adelphi Streets in Philadelphia, now St. James Place, and dedicated on July 17,
1794. Absalom Jones became the first African American Episcopal priest in 1804.

Richard Allen, a former slave and Methodist lay preacher, was committed to Methodist doctrine as the most
acceptable way of delivering the gospel to people of color. There is little doubt that Allen continued to nurture
those who followed after the 1787 “Walk -Out.” By July 1794, (the same year of the completion of St. Thomas’
edifice), Allen was dedicating a building for worship called Bethel. A black smith shop was dragged by a team of
horses to the plot on Sixth Street. The structure was renovated and the first church was in operation. It has been
said that the blacksmith’s anvil became the first pulpit. This makes the symbol dear to African Methodists.

Allen was ordained in 1799 by Bishop Francis Asbury, a bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1816,
Richard Allen called together black Methodists from as far away as Baltimore to create a new Methodist
conference. This was the birth of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Bishop Richard Alen was consecrated
the first bishop to serve the church. Allen was a champion of the anti-slavery cause, and he became a spokesman
for his people on both local and national issues, Cited by David Walker in this Appeal is a great leader of his time,
All was known near and far for courage and zeal.

Bethel Church hosted the first Colored Convention September 20-24, 1830. IT as a forum for many of the
nation’s freat orators and a stop along the Underground Railroad.

The present building was erected in 1889. Visitors will note the beauty and symbolism of the stained glass
windows. The building underwent a major renovation in 1987. The pews are original. As a tribute to Bishop
Richard Allen, Sixth Street (between Pine Street and Lombard Street) will be officially renamed by the City of
Philadelphia, Bishop Richard Allen Way in October, 2026. Bishop Richad Allen, Mother Sarah Allen (Allen’s 2nd
Wife) and Bishop Morris Brown (the 4th Pastor of Mother Bethel and the second consecrated Bishop of the AME
Church) are entombed on the lower level. Mother Bethel was designated a national historic landmark in 1974 by
the US Department of Interior. Mother Bethel has been recognized by the National Park Services’ Network to
Freedom and Reconstruction Era Network.

Mother Bethel is a worshipping, serving congregation and is humbled to share and preserve this rich history and
legacy for future generations to come.

Mother Bethel AME Church - 232" Church Anniversary -3-



ABOUT THE FOUR CHURCHES

BY BROTHER CRAWFORD WILSON, Church Historian

THE BLACKSMITH SHOP
(THE FIRST CHURCH 1794 -1805)

At the end of this year in 1791, Richard
Allen purchased a blacksmith shop from a
Mr. Sims for ($) and hauled it to the property
at 6th and Walnut. Richard Allen stated - “I
employed carpenters to repair the old frame,
and fit it for a place of worship.” Most of us
can identify the picture of a building that
looks like a blacksmith shop being hauled by
horses. That picture is not ours. It’s a painting
by William Birch entitled “Goal in Walnut
Street.” 'There is no evidence of a black in this | S
picture or an attempt by Birch to relate it to

Bethel M.E. church.

In July, 1794, Allen approached Bishop Asbury to open his church and Asbury accepted the invitation.
The Rev. John Dickins sung and Bishop Asbury preached. This church had about 40 members in 1794.
On October 30, 1794 Allen and his wife Flora transferred the deed to Bethel’s board of Trustees.

Bethel was incorporated in 1796 by the name or title of the “African Methodist Episcopal Church

of the City of Philadelphia in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.” The church was recognized as
serving only an African American membership. The incorporation under Methodist church policy and
discipline eventually placed Bethel in a precarious position of establishing independence and property
control away from St. George’s and the Methodist Conference.

In 1801, Richard Allen’s wife Flora died after a long illness and in 1802 Richard Allen married Sara
Bass and eventually had children (Richard, Peter, John, Sarah, Ann and James.)

THE SECOND CHURCH BUILDING (1805-1841)

The membership of Bethel grew to about 500 and Richard Allen knew it was time for another
building. The lot on which it was built was sold to the Trustees by Richard AND Sarah Allen for
$550. The Second Church was built on the same tract that Richard Allen purchased in 1791, but the
church needed 21 feet at the north edge of the property along the alley, which is now Addison Street.
The Bethel Trustees now owned 114 feet on 6th Street running from the corner at Lombard and 73
feet running East on Lombard. Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1805 as a
free standing, classic, symmetrical gabled-roofed, two and a half story masonry building with its three
bay gable end facing 6th Street. The masonry was of large blocks often irregular in dimensions, but
not the size of bricks. finish layer. The term “rough-cast” was used to describe the blocks and masonry
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| finish. Rough-cast can also mean “rock-
dash” or “pebble-dash, “It was a system of
in which course pebbles were added to the
actual material has never been identified.
The Trustees at Bethel added “The African
Supplement” to the church’s charter in 1807.
This basically said that the people of Bethel
were in charge of Bethel.

~ 'The members of Bethel and the leaders
" of St. George’s were in their most hostile
; relationship at this time. In June 12, 1815,
| after years of battling for authority over

& e i e & Richard Allen’s church, white Methodist

leaders in Phlladelphla launched a legal challenge to the ownership of the church building and the
property where it stood. Presiding Elder Robert R. Roberts declared Bethel to be the property of
the Methodist General Conference and ordered the Sheriff to sell the property at auction. Allen
outmaneuvered Roberts, who had enlisted a disgruntled former trustee to bid on his behalf, by bidding
$10,500 and claiming the deed to the property. Legal right in the favor of Bethel Church was finally
attained on December 31, 1815, when the Pennsylvania Supreme Court heard augments from Rev.
Robert Burch of St. George’s and Trustees of Bethel Church. The court ruled in Bethel’s favor.

THE THIRD CHURCH (1841-1889)

The church Trustees were aware of the growth of the congregation and knew a decision had to be made
about a larger building. In 1800 Philadelphia had a population of 6.436 blacks. By 1830, the number
was 14,554.

Lombard Street was the area where African Americans had taken up residence and as the neighborhood
grew so did the congregations. The need to accommodate a bigger church, the Trustees purchased
another 20 foot lot on Lombard Street that . :
adjoined the East property line of Allen’s
1791 purchase and ran from Lombard north
to Addison Street. The church would have its
front on 6th Street with alleys on the north
and south sides. This new church would

also become deeper. Three building lots
remained to the south on 6th Street and one
large corner lot to the north. On Lombard
Street gradually residential units with some
commercial storefronts were built on church
property for either rentals or sales. Our
records indicate that in 1841 Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church was built for a
second time, the cost of building the church
was $14,554.00.

_' ‘; K |

A
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THE FOURTH CHURCH (1890 PRESENT)

The demolition of the
third church began on
August 7, 1889 and the
ground breaking for
this building was on
August 24, 1889. The
cornerstone was laid
on November 7, 1889,
at 2:00 PM under

the stewardship of
Bishop Henry McNeil
Turner, Reverend C.T.
Schaffer, the pastor,
officers of the church
in the presence of a
large assembling of the
congregation.The new
church was dedicated
on Sunday, October The present church s the fourth building on ground purchased by Richard Allenin
26, 1890 by Bishops 1791. Designed by architects William S. Huckel and Edward Hazlehurst.
Henry McNeil Turner and Daniel A. Payne, Reverend William H. Heard, Pastor, Reverend C.T.
Shaffer, the Presiding Elder, and many civic leaders and ministers as well as the entire congregation.
Under the pastorship of Bishop Richard F. Norris, now the Presiding Prelate of the First Episcopal
District, completed a massive $3.5 million dollar restoration of Mother Bethel in 1991. The work
brought the Romanesque structure to its original glory. Under the Pastorship of Bishop Jeffery N.
Leath, created a new Richard Allen Museum, restored the Bell Tower, and added a new roof in 2008.

%ff%ﬁw ;?%“ L7 e
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—BISHOP DANIEL A. PAYNE
DEDICATION CEREMONY :SUNDAY, OCTOBER, 1890
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The 232™ Church Anniversary
Order of Worship

SUNDAY, JULY 26,2026 :9:30 AM
REV.CAROLYN C. CAVANESS, 53* PASTOR

Worship Leader
THE INTROIT AND PERIOD OF PREPARATION Minister Pyerce Oates
Minister of Music and Arts
THE DOXOLOGY “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,
praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.”

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP Rev.C.VictoriaBrown

Leader: |was glad whenthey said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord; our feet shall
stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-2)

People: Foradayinthy courtsisbetterthanathousand, | hadrather be adoorkeeperinthe
house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10)

Leader: Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good. (Psalm 122:9)

People: Thosethatbe plantedinthe house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our
God. (Psalm 92:13)

Leader: Blessedaretheythat dwellinthy house Lord, | have loved thy habitation, the place
where thy honor dwelleth. (Psalm 26:8)

People: FortheLordisinHis holy temple, letall the earth keep silence before Him.
(Habakkuk 2:20)

Leader: Letthe words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

ALL: Ossing unto the Lord anew song, for He has done marvelous things. Make a joyful
noise unto the Lord; all the earth sing praises. (Psalm 98:1,4)

THE HYMN OF PRAISE “How to Reach the Masses” Hymn #221

*THE INVOCATION Brother Joseph McElveen

*THE CHORAL RESPONSE

THE MINISTRY OF DANCE The Exalt & Praise Dance Ministry

THE SCRIPTURE Psalm 145:1-13 Brother Gyasi Romu
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THE WELCOME/PASSING OF THE PEACE Sister Brigette Reeves-Jones

THEBLACKHISTORY MOMENT Sister Sydney Norman
“The Keepers of the Flame: The 53 Pastors of Mother Bethel AME Church”

THE SPECIAL PRESENTATION Brother Crawford Wilson

Mother Bethel Church Historian

THEINTRODUCTION OF THE PREACHER Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness

THE SERMONIC SELECTION The Praise Team

THE SERMON Bishop John R.Bryant (Ret.)

106" Elected and Consecrated Bishop
African Methodist Episcopal Church

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS

THE DOXOLOGY “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,
praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.”

THEBENEDICTION

* Worshipers are asked to refrain from entering and exiting sanctuary at these times.
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ABOUT OUR PREACHER

BISHOP JOHN RICHARD BRYANT (RET.)

106" Elected and Consecrated Bishop
African Methodist Episcopal Church

@ BISHOP JOHN RICHARD BRYANT is the son of the late Bishop Harrison
B8 James Bryant and Edith Holland Bryant. He was born and raised in

§ Baltimore, Maryland and is a graduate of Baltimore City College High School.
Bishop Bryant was a Martin Luther King, Jr. Fellow and while pursuing his
| doctoral studies at Colgate Rochester Divinity School, he completed special
studies at the University of Lagos [Nigeria] and the University of Ghana at
Legon and served as a Peace Corp volunteer. He has preached and lectured at the Hampton University
Minister’s Conference five (5) times.

Bishop Bryant pastored three A.M.E. churches, Bethel, Fall River, MA; St. Paul, Cambridge, MA; and
Bethel Baltimore, MD. Under his pastoral ministry, 103 men and women have entered the Christian
Ministry.

In 1988, John Richard Bryant was elected and consecrated the 106th Bishop of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. He was assigned to serve in the 14th Episcopal District (West Africa) where he presided
over 101 churches and 25 schools. During his administration, he expanded the A.M.E. Church to include
the first Francophone, the Ivory Coast. While in West Africa, he was given the additional assignment of
the 10th Episcopal District (Texas) in January 1991.

At the 1992 General Conference, he was officially assigned to the 10th Episcopal District where he
presided over 300 churches and served as the Chairman of the Board of Paul Quinn College. Under his
leadership, this HBCU moved from probationary status to full accreditation and successfully raised $29
million dollars for the Capital Fund Drive. In July 2000, the Episcopal Committee of the 46th General
Conference assigned Bishop Bryant to the 5th District, where he presided over the A.M.E. churches in 14
states west of the Mississippi. Under his episcopacy, the 5th District partnered with businesses and banking
institutions that resulted in the purchase of new homes by the members of the district valued at more than
$100 million dollars. In addition, Bishop Bryant’s economic development initiatives resulted in several
creative ventures, which included the construction of a new hotel in the St. Louis, MO area.

In 2008, at the 48th Quadrennial Session, Bishop Bryant became the Senior Bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and presided over the 4th Episcopal District which included seven (7) mid-
western states, Canada and the AME India Annual Conference where the Lord allowed he and his wife,
the late Reverend Cecelia Bryant, to officially bring the India Conference into the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. At present, there are one hundred and sixty (160) churches in the AME India Annual
Conference.

Bishop Bryant has been a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. He preached the gospel for over 55
years and in July 2016 at the Historic 50th Session of the General Conference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, Bishop Bryant’s request for retirement from the episcopacy of his beloved church was
granted. Even though retired from active administrative duties, after 59 years in ministry, Bishop Bryant
is still serving the Lord with gladness. He continues to preach the length and breathe of this nation. He
loves to proclaim the Good News of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to compel men and women to
acknowledge Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.

Bishop John and the late Rev. Dr. Cecelia Williams Bryant are the proud parents of The Rev. Dr. Jamal
Harrison Bryant and The Rev. Dr. Thema Simone Bryant Davis and both are proud grandparents.
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WELGOVEE

to all who are visiting with us today!

7 AM DAILY PRAYER

EVERY DAY | MONDAY-SUNDAY

e Welkom aan almal wat ons vandag besoek. »
e Siya be mukela bonke laba aba si vakashele, o
e Bienvenue a tous ceux qui nous

rendent visite aujourd’hui. e

A
AN
\\

All are welcome!

# Benvenuti a tutti coloro che sono
nostri ospiti oggi. e
e Wir heiBen Sie herzlich willkommen

ZU unserem Gottesdienst.

e Karibuni nyote muliokuja kusali

na sisi siku ya leo. e . .
Join us as we come together in prayer

e Bienvenidos a todas los que nos visitan hoy. e each morning viaZOOM.

AFRICAN METHODSST EFTSCORAL CHURCH

¥EC SCAN THE CODE TO JOIN!

=
% Meeting ID: 471 198 6917 - Passcode: 505174
5 DialIn: (305) 224-1968

All Guests!/Visitors are invited immediately following worship
to tour the Richard Allen Museum!

IN PERSON ONLINE ACH

Make check payable BILL PAY (Automated Clearing
to Mother Bethel House) directly from

Through your bank’s

AME Church - : .
online bill pay service

your bank account

SNAP-TO-GIVE TEXT-TO-GIVE

www.motherbethel.org Text the word ‘GIVE' to
(click the Online Giving tab) 215-929-7169

419 5. 6TH STREET * PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147 wWwWw.MOTHERBETHEL.org |
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JOIN US FOR IN- PERSDN[VIRTUAL WORSHIP AT MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH!

Ay
=
. St:“

i v d b .:""._ T % &
i & e
g vl . M %
— - — 1 i il "y :
. - — -~ B 4 " mma|” .
- v | T - ' - L) E
L || | = - - o
t i - .
| ’ | :
- FRICIM AMERICA™S BECINNING
- | & = e nn‘ TP & THE LISA SEMICLIMNCENTENMNIAL & 200
REV, LAW.K\'HCL!RM ASTOR i i I—

AUGUST 2026

SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY

AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST

2 9 16 25

SERVICEOFWORD POWERHOUR POWER HOUR POWER HOUR
and SACRAMENT WORSHIP SERVICE/ WORSHIP SERVICE  WORSHIP SERVICE

The Sarah Allen WMS Bake ~ BAPTISM SUNDAY AAAM (Association of
Sale and Farmers Market African American Museums)
immediately following Worship Museum Conference,
Special Guests
9:30 AM 9:30 AM 9:30 AM 9:30 AM
IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL
WORSHIP SERVICE WORSHIP SERVICE WORSHIP SERVICE WORSHIP SERVICE
8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM
Adult Church School Adult Church School Adult Church School Adult Church Schaol
Children/Youth Church during Worship | Children,Youth Church during Worship | ChildrenYouth Church during Worship | Children/Youth Church during Worship
Rev. Cavaness will be the Closing Preacher of the
AU G UST POWER HOUR 212™ AUCUST QLIAR.TERL$ + 9:00AM
WORSHIP SERVICE Chase Center onthe Riverfront
MORE INFORMATION FORTHCOOMING!
3 0 Business Casual and Summer/Church Appropriate Attire

(through Sunday, August 30, 2026)

419 S. 6™ STREET « PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147
215.925.0616 » www.motherbethel.org

REV. CAROLYN CLARENE CAVANESS, 53%° PASTOR %E
ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL - 8:00 AM - MEETING ID: 814 7232 0644 H?‘{%E
PASSCODE: 696328 - DIAL-IN: (646) 931 3860 =]

SCAN TO COMMECT via FACEBOOK SCANTO COMN EﬁT via "f'OLITl.IbE:

THE SARAH ALLEN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

o SUNDAY
r Bake Sale! AUGUST 2, 2026
Cmmediately (olfowing Fershipnl
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h A
AFRICAN METHODIST EMSCOPAL CHURCH

JOIN US FOR HOUR OF POWER WORSHIP SERVICE!

WORD AND SACRAMENT

el

SUNDAY

AUGUST 2, 2026
9:30 AM

_ 3 IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL SERVICE
CHILDREN/YOUTH CHURCH DURING WORSHIP THE REVEREND CAROLYN CLARENE CAVANESS + 53** PASTOR
419 S. 6™ STREET * PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147

@ 2159250616 @ www.motherbethel.org @ Mother Bethel AME © (@motherbethel
=] [=] ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL - 8:00 AM - MEETING ID: 814 7232 0644 '
OlA0]

PASSCODE: 696328 - DIAL-IN: (646) 931 3860
& "'?jn"i {HN TO CONNECT Business-Casual/Dress-Down/Church-Appropriate Attire

i ' / SCAN TO CONNECT Hﬁ-’ﬁ%
O[F=-- GERCCE: is acceptable! via YouTube [CJF

m M.'/
& i ! AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

—SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2026
during the Morning Worship Service

All persons who are interested are asked to contact the

Church Office: (215) 925-0616 or motherbethelnews@gmail.com

BAPTISM CLASS WILL TAKE PLACE
MONDAY, JULY 27,2026 - 6 PM

VISIT THE HISTORY OF THE HOME OF BLACK PHILADELPHIA

THE P\ILH;"\RD ALLEN MUSEUM AT MOTHER BETHEL AME (,H U RLH

250+ YEARS “f’ BLACK EXCELLENCE 7L
& P
MUSEUM TOURS SCHEDULE 2026 S ol
@?a B e o o e FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH - 10 AM-3 PM .
e (o e EVERY SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH + 11 AM-1PM S
el mdweriiypop e sl peililin . 0 oroeodais oL S TR RS Y, T T e s e e s B e SR s e e e e e Y
by appointment. Contact (215) Smiar MUSELM ADMISSION: ADULTS: $10 « CHILDREN 12 AND UP: 55 « CHILDREMN AGES 5-11: FREE CEuEsR "-Tmthlc-:gﬂi_xtﬂli'xl

T 4195 sf" STREET FHILADELPHI& PA 1914? S i mee kil £
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Black Farmers Market

e sy ® 119,

TRINITY ENRICHMENT CENTER

PARTNERS WITH
MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH

R ™ SUMMESR
rou a. MEAL
e U PROGRAM

&\'f‘l) : This summer, all kids and teens

18 and under can enjoy FREE
Q healthy meals at Mother Bethel
AME Church!

ON-THUR 419 6™ STREET (Q11:00AM
6729-08 20 PHILADELPHIA, 1:00PM
PA 19147 :

ir-:-..\" -4 &
xT: 8176918927 (§P) =~ | -7
\, oy e

TE
S
\ "&. . Fuel your summer with good food and
\ = i \ great vibes. Spread the word!
@ *Meals provided by Catholic Charities of
A s % ; Philadelphia

New Member Classes:
Summer 2026

THE FIRST 2 CLASSES
WILL BE HELD via ZOOM:
CLASS #1:
MONDAY, JULY 27 - 7PM
CLASS #2:

MONMNDAY, AUGUST 3« 7PM
ZOOM Meeting ID: 471 198 6517
Passcode: 505174 - Dial In: (305) 224-1968

IN-PERSON CLASSES:
CLASS #3:
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 - 10 AM-12 PM

Tour of the Richard Allen Museum and
Ministry Leader Meet and Greet

RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP:
SUNDAY,SEPTEMBER.13
9:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE

ST CH,

AFRICAN MITHOODHT .I:PH‘GMI. CHURCH

419 SOUTH 6™ STREET = PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147
2159250616 » www.motherbethel.org

-14-

KEEPERS OF THE
~ FLAME

Mother Bethel AME Church - 232" Church Anniversary



HELP US SUPPORT

Third American

Revolution
]'.hn:u,.-ﬂn the Birrmingham

General Philip Kearny Elementary/Middle School
is a public school that serves students from
kindergarten to grade 8.

The school is in dire need of the following supplies:
. @ Pencils, crayons, dry erase markers, erasers, folders,
. compasition books, glue sticks, markers, and colored pencils! |
= Clorox wipes, tissues, and paper towels!
= Book bags!

st th
August 1% - September 5
Every Saturday, 10:30 am - 1:00 pm a1 Mother Bethel AME Church
419 5. 67 51, Philadeiphia | Fres & open to all ages. Reading materials provided

Weak | — Sal dug. 17 Wk 2 — S, Aug. 5° Week 3 — Sar, e 15" w Gift cards of all denominations to Amazon, Staples, etc.!
lartin Lutfer King Jr. Are flack Cheech Childris and Youth: Thair o Financial donations are welcome as welll
and the Revslution of 1963 Capabie of Revelution® Rervsiutiansry Conscimusnesy
Woek 4 - SaL dog. 2 Wik § = S Aug. 207 Weet & — Sat. Sapt 57 sumlﬁmEdhymthﬁ*mr H-.:,-""FV F b
Hominknce: The Weagan War. Racism, and Demecracy: PH:MII!I Supplies will be distributed to the school the week afer S A -.,-J.-v... Frstite
That Heals G Mosal Duty 21" Gentary Birmingham Labor Dy (September -11). ABizoma shouldbe placed in the RIVERDHE € ABSHTN € AwAHELS
designated congainers in the Felizwship Hall T3 Pt
Y h in odwanc £ E195, ETHETREET - PHILA,, FA M7
l Tiz signeup for o, vl Bty SSemmerFresdomSchool20 26 . mxmmm'@r & Ll CFFCE (NS 525-0616
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Organtend by e Saterday Frea School for Philebophy & Hlack Libantics
- St bt Bptitel AME Ciiench Froodoms Sobsol
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LAY ORGANIZATION OF MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026 UNSUNG HERO! | o

SIS. HARRIETT HUDSON il

r W 2026 UNSUNG HERO LUNCHEON
SATURDAY | SPRINGFIELD COUNTRY CLUB
OCTOBER 3 | 400 SPROUL ROAD | SPRINGFIELD, PA 19064

12 NOON | TICKETS: $55.00 EACH
available for purchase JULY 1-SEPTEMBER1,2026

Celebrate Sister Harriett in the Unsung Hero Luncheon Journal!
s..r-“mm”"%,} FULL PAGE ADS: Color:$75 | Black & White: $50
; j:‘]:' . 2 Ads and payment are due by Wednesday, July 14, 2026
e b
g0 : Fortickets,ads and more information please contactthe
i Church Office (215) 925-0616 or motherbethelnews@gmail.com
S, fﬂ/?f/" Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness, Pastor
T, Sister Linda Grant, 1* District Lay Organization President
CELEBRATING BLACK EXCELLENCE Brother Kevin Lamb, Philadelphia ¢ onference Lay Organization President ({fl|
FROM AMERICA'S BEGINMING Sister Karen Greenand Sister Kanisha Chatman, '8
Local Lay Organization Coardinators
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ATRACAN MITE JEIT!?!‘f Okl CHLRCH

Black Freedom Movements
Then angl NOW...

il
j'&—(_'ft f{_.-ls
SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2026
MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH | PHILADELPHIA, PA
196 YEARS AGO, SEPTEMEBER 20-24, 1830, the Colored Conventions Movement was birthed
at (Mother) Bethel AME Church in Philadelphia convened by Bishop Richard Allen. |oin us as we

honor the birth of the Colored Conventions Movement. Learn about the long history of organized
collective Black activism from the founding Colored Convention to present- da-., Black organizing.

- -~
In partnership with: Pretaseihia A e PA f&

AFRICAN METHODIST EMICOPAL CHUBRTH

REV. CHRDLTN CAVAMESS
53*C Pastor

AND

2026 LEGACY TEA
An Afternoon of Tea, Live Jazz, and Fellowship!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12,2026 -1:00 PM

MOTHERBETHEL AME CHURCH
419S 6™ STREET - PHILADELPHIA, PA19147

SCAN THE QR CODE TODAY! Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness, Pastor
Tickets, Patrons and Slster Shayla Norman, Hosts and Hostesses
Ad Information available! Ministry President

SAVETHE DATEVL A AR A A,
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CHURCH FICTGRIAL DIRECTDRY FHDTD SESSION DATES!

MOTHER BETHEL AME CHURCH = 419 5. 6™ STREET = PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147
We hope as many of our Mother Bethel Family and Friends will be 2DATES TO CHOOSE FROM:
a part! A professional photographer will be on site here at Mother PRIDAY
Bethel on Friday, September 25, 2026 and Saturday, September 26. SEPTE_MBER 25,2026
Thank you in advance for your participation! SPM=HE30 P

SATURDAY
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! SEPTEMBER 26,2026
| INIVE R‘a.". I Schedule Online: www.ucdircom 10 AM -4 PM

¢Eamen poscronss Church Code: pal 208 - Church Password: photos
?ni f;uzﬁrih;;?gfnﬁxlgﬁnﬂ 925-0616 for more information ,;:m’{?f 7
This will be the LAST CALL! Thank You! A i R R SN

L 5950616 Eownww matherbathel o ¥ Mother Bethel AME O kerbethel

Introducing Our Mewly-De ed Website!

THE MOTHER BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INVITES YL TO pOIN LIS AS WE

EXPERIENCE = y .
DAY BLACK | | | SOTHER

EXCELLEN CE  lemlai
» LANCASTER, PA SR

| cib st~ |
SATU RDAY OCTOBER 10, 2026

e e

DEPARTURE TIME: 8 AM | RETURN TO MOTHER BETHEL: 6:30 PM
A bt b e p—

JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE: teim i) S WS SR
+ BETHEL AME CHURCH - Lancaster's [fﬂwﬂwmmumsw:and Addoiond

Living the Experience: An Underground
Roilroad Reenactment and [nteractive
Experience

v Southern Style Lunch Buffet ot Bethel AME Church, Lomcaster

Lydia Hamilton Smith Center fior History
and Democracy

i EVENT SCHEDULE:
A ¥ BAM:
_:f#_ % Daparture from Mether Bethel AME Church
F age % E:30PM:
T I Returnto Mother Bethel AME Church
*J $100 per adudt | $85 per child (12 and under)
’./,a,;c’/ Pleate reverve your sears) by
it oo bt SATURCAY, AUGUST 15, 2026

CELEERATING BI.AI:II EXCELLENCE
FROM AMERICATS BECINMING
MM = Thl AA MERFOUMCENTERHIAL = 3008

Payenent o dos by THURSDAY, SEPTEMEER W0, B0 R

419 5. 6™ STREET - PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147
N5 5250616+ www.motherbethel org

4195 ETHSTREET -PHILA . PA 15147

ems A1t e Beahel i g tmcmhum:ms;&:smls
BV CARGLTNC CAVANESS, £ Paye or mathes| I P
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CELEBRATING BLACK EXCELLENCE FROM AMERICA’S BEGINNING!

cS,L,wm--d.t' Asthenationmarksthe 250th Anniversary of America, MOTHER BETHEL AFRICAN

% METHODISTEPISCOPAL CHURCH proudly commemorates its own profound and

, me T enduringroleinthefounding and shaping of the United States. Establishedin 1794 by
. e the Rev.Richard Allen, Mother Bethelstandsasthe oldest parcel of land continuously
Kﬁ:ﬁj owned by African Americans and as a birthplace of faith, freedom, and organized

criesraTin sLack exceence Tesistance toinjustice. From the Revolutionary eraforward, Mother Bethel has been

e s e @ Vital center for spiritual life, abolitionism, education, and community leadership,
advancing the promise of liberty when it was denied to many.

Through this series of commemorative events, Mother Bethel invites the public to reflect on 250 years

of American history through the lens of those who fought to expand its ideals, honoring a legacy that

continues to inspire the ongoing pursuit of freedom, justice, and equality for all. We are grateful to our

Mother Bethel America 250" Planning Committee for the exciting events and programming as we

celebrate this onceinalifetime moment! Upcoming Events and Activities as confirmed July 23, 2026
JULY 2026 SEPTEMBER 2026

SUNDAY, JULY 26 - 9:30 AM FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18-20
232nd Church Anniversary of The Colored Convention Movement:
Mother Bethel AME Church. Black Freedom Movements: Then & Now...
All are Welcome! Mother Bethel AME Church
OCTOBER 2026

SATURDAY, OCTOBER10 * 8 AM-6:30 PM SUE DAT: DCTDBER "d' 9=3UhAM

A Day of Black Excellence: Acknowlegment of Land Purchase

An Underﬁmund Railroad Reenactment, Southern Style Mother Bethel AME Church

Lunch, and Center for History and Democracp

Lancaster, PA

NOVEMBER 2026

SUNDAY,NOVEMBER15 - 9:30 AM
Liberation Sunday at Mother Bethel AME Church

Much More to Come!

Stay Tuned for Special Virtual Lectures with Dr. Richard Newman
and the Penn State Digital Black Research Institute

For more information, please contact (215) 925-0616 or motherbethelnews@gmail.com

Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness, 53" Pastor

In Partnership with Philadelphia Funder Collaborative for the Semiguincentennial,
City of Philadelphia, America250PA, The Mother Bethel Foundation REV.7/23/2026

: , ST TAI
The ‘One Year Bible Study L g

will resume Tuesday, September 8 and Wednesday, September 9, 2026.
Please continue along our One Year Bible Journey!

Revelation Bible Study will resume Monday, September 14 at 6 PM.

-18- Mother Bethel AME Church - 232" Church Anniversary)
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MOTHER BETHEL
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
EST. 1794
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CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

HONORING OUR LEGACY.
4 BUILDING OUR FUTURE.

—-'F__

GIVE A SPECIAL GIFT OF . " RAISE OR GIVE A TOTAL OF

(i) $23.20

Every gift makes a difference. : !ﬂtﬂ fa::fl?t{; fn:i]rnds t:
— | Gapartorinisr estone.

CAMPAIGN DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 5, 2026
/ / 232 YEARS
éyﬁ.{/& t%é??/ ONE CHURCH
. et ONE MISSION

bl e BT g
. chﬂ TEAM
S CONTACT 1794@MOTHE L.ORG OR (215) 925-0616
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THIS WEEK AT MOTHER BETHEL « JULY 26-AUGUST 1, 2026

SUN.,JULY 26 232" Church Anniversary Celebration 9:30 AM
Bishop John R. Bryant, Guest Preacher

Church BBQ immediately following Worship
Virtual Fellowship Hall immediately after Worship

via ZOOM: Meeting ID: 814 7232 0644
Passcode: 696328 « Dial-In: (646) 9313860

Richard Allen Museum Tours 11:00 AM-1PM
MON., JULY 27  Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
Baptism Class 6:00 PM
New Members Class #1 7:00 PM
Mighty Men of Bethel @ Prayer/Study Focus Group Initial Meeting *** 7:.00 PM
TUE., JULY 28  Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 PM
WED., JULY 29  Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
Board of Stewards Meeting 7:00 PM
THU., JULY 30  Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
Weekly Mental Health Insights * 7:00 PM
FRI. JULY 31 Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
SAT., AUG.1 Daily Prayer via ZOOM ** 7:00 AM
Richard Allen Museum Tours 10 AM-2 PM
Summer Freedom School Session #1 10:30 AM-1PM
* MINISTRY ZOOM MEETING ID: 814 7232 0644 PASSCODE: 696328 DIAL IN: (646) 9313860
** ZOOM MEETING ID: 471198 6917 PASSCODE: 505174 DIAL IN: (305) 224-1968
*** MOTHER BETHEL ZOOM ID: 783 124 9032 PASSCODE: 360932 DIAL-IN: (301) 715-8592

TODAY’S DOCENTS:
Brother Michael Clemmons - Sister Sharon Gary Dixon - Sister Sharon Coleman - Sister Tayza Hill

WE WOULD ALSO WOULD LIKETO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR
232N CHURCH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE:
Sister Brigette Reeves-Jones, Sister Karen Williams, Sister Priscilla King, Brother Eric Stewart
and the Mother Bethel Historical Commission

SCANthe QR Codeto
GIVE NOW to Mother Bethel AME
via Shelby. Thank You!

THANK YOU VISITING WITH US SCAN THE QR CODE
TODAY! Please complete the form or TO DOWNLOAD THE
scan the QR Code to complete online. JULY 2026 BULLETIN






