
 For more than a century, 
Philadelphia Foundation 
has increased philanthropic 
investment in the community, 
fostering the economic, civic 

and social vitality of Greater Philadelphia.
We take charitable dollars further through 
our deep relationships in the community, 
close connections with local nonprofits 
and 100-year history of building positive 
outcomes in the Philadelphia region.
Born of a desire for more powerful, 
permanent funding to address community 
needs, we collaborate with thousands 
of individuals, families and businesses to 
advance this goal, always with an eye on 
the future. As we enter our second century 
of service, our vision remains grounded 
in the needs of today and tomorrow and 
is shaped by the values we hold close, 
including excellence, diversity, equity and 
results.
From Ben Franklin’s civic gift of 1,000 
pounds sterling to Gerry Lenfest’s 
endowment for independent journalism, 
Philadelphia Foundation stewards legacies 
that strengthen the place we call home, 
improving lives today and for future 
generations.
To learn more, visit www.philafound.org. 

It is our hope that members and friends 
of Mother Bethel will consider giving to 
the MOTHER BETHEL ENDOWMENT 
FUND on an regular basis. Your support 
will enable future generations to carry 
on this legacy and to worship forever in 
this most revered of African American 
shrines.
We need the support of the present 
generation to encourage the continued 
efforts of the yet unborn. 
Consider a gift today! The Wall of 
Tribute, located at the entrance of the 
Richard Allen Museum, recognizes 
donors who contribute $1,200 or more.

To make a gift to the  
Mother Bethel Endowment Fund, 

please make your check payable to 
Mother Bethel AME Church,  
MEMO: Endowment Fund.
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For more information, please do not 
hesitate to contact Sister Sandra Turner 
Becks, Mother Bethel Endowment Fund 

Chair at endowment@motherbethel.org 
or (215) 925-0616.

215-925-0616  •  www.motherbethel.org
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TO GIVE YOUR GIFT  
ONLINE, please SCAN 
the QR CODE TODAY!



FOR MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED YEARS, 
African Americans have taken pride in a small 
parcel of land at Sixth & Lombard Streets. 
Mother Bethel Church–the mother church of 
the AME Church in America–stands on the 
oldest piece of real estate continuously owned 
by African Americans. 
This cherished property is the site of a long 
legacy of historic achievements, and remains 
today an extremely active contemporary 
congregation. But it needs your support now 
to ensure that God’s grace will continue to be 
celebrated, and that this monument to religious 
freedom will continue to stand proud, for the 
next two hundred years.

YESTERDAY
IT IS NOT SURPRISING that the first 
expression of religious freedom for African 
Americans should occur in Philadelphia. William 
Penn created a model of religious tolerance, 
first for his Society of Friends, the Quakers, and 
later for refugees from religious persecution 
throughout Europe.

Mother Bethel AME 
Church can trace 
its roots to the Free 
African Society, 
founded in 1787 by 
Richard Allen and 
Absalom Jones as a 
mutual aid society. Its 
members made regular 
contributions to the 
treasury, and disbursed 
funds to help members 

in times of illness or personal calamity. 
When white members of St. George’s 
Methodist Church attempted to segregate the 
galleries, a group of black worshippers walked 
out. They rallied within their Free African 
Society which, though not a church, was a 
community nucleus. 

Differences over denominational styles and 
affiliation caused Richard Allen to depart 
from the Society. But he continued to nurture 
the worshippers and by 1791 he had signed a 
contract for the site to be used for a house of 
worship. 
In 1793 he bought a blacksmith’s shop and 
had his team of horses drag it to the plot on 
Sixth Street, where it was renovated. By July 
1794 a church called Bethel was dedicated. It 
is said that the blacksmith’s anvil became the 
first pulpit; today this symbol remains dear to 
African Methodists. 
Allen was ordained in 1799 by Bishop Francis 
Asbury, the father of American Methodism. 
In 1816 he called together black Methodists 
nationally to create a new Methodist 
conference. This was the birth of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Allen was 
consecrated its first bishop.
Allen was a courageous and zealous spokesman 
in the campaign against slavery and the 
struggle for equal rights. In 1830 Bethel Church 
hosted the first national convention of African 
Americans. The church was a forum for 
many great orators and was a stop along the 
Underground Railroad.
The church and its reputation grew. The original 
blacksmith’s shop was replaced in 1805, a larger 
building was erected in 1841, and the present 
stone structure with its ornate stained glass 
windows was built in 1889 and restored in 1987. 
In a loving tribute, the 400-block of South Sixth 
Street was renamed Richard Allen Avenue. 
The church’s roots extend deep to 
Philadelphians today who support African 
American charitable causes and who dream of a 
better world tomorrow. 

TODAY
TODAY, this worshiping, serving congregation 
welcomes all to share its legacy and to praise 
God. It continues a long tradition of advocating 

self-help and self-determination for African 
Americans. As a living, historic institution it has 
the ability to reach from the past to shape the 
future. 

“It is not enough to be proud of our past,” stated 
51st Pastor of Mother Bethel, Bishop Jeffrey N. 
Leath. “We must contribute to the future with 
our service today. We need the support of the 
present generation to encourage the continued 
efforts of the yet unborn.”
The Mother Bethel AME Church Endowment 
Fund makes it possible to plan for both Mother 
Bethel’s current needs and future challenges, 
and to ensure that this legacy and work continue 
for another two centuries. Today, the fund 
provides a regular stream of-income to support 
church ministries. What the church does 
tomorrow depends largely upon you. 

TOMORROW
IN 1994, the Trustees transferred the 
Endowment Fund to The Philadelphia 
Foundation for management. Since 1918 this 
public charity has been advocating for social 
justice and equality by guiding the philanthropic 
interests of individuals and organizations to 
where they will be most effective. 
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